
List of Standard Initialview Questions 

 

1. Tell me a bit about yourself? 
a. Name 
b. Where you’re from 
c. High school 
d. Intended major 
e. Two or three activities 
f. Bring up topics and ideas you want to talk about for the rest of the interview 

2. Why do you want to go to college in America? 
a. Best academic and professional opportunities 
b. Chinese education is too narrow and test oriented 
c. Personal experiences in America 
d. Know friends or family in America 

3. Why do you want to study your intended major? 
a. Demonstrate passion 
b. Demonstrate knowledge 
c. Be as specific as possible about what areas of the major you’re interested in 

i. Don’t just say “history,” say “late-19th century American economic history” 
d. Connect to career goals 
e. Connect to past experiences, especially activities 

4. What extra-curricular activity are you most proud of? 
a. Pick your best/most impressive activity, likely research or internship 
b. Demonstrate passion 
c. If possible, connect to future activities or academics in college 

5. What non-major subject do you want to study at college? 
a. Pick a subject that is most different from your intended major 

i. For example, if your intended major is “physics,” pick art, literature, sociology, 
history, etc. 

b. Show well-roundedness 
6. What new extra-curricular activities do you want to try in college? 

a. Pick activities that are different from the ones you currently don’t do 
b. Give good reasons why you haven’t already done them 

i. Too busy in high school 
ii. No opportunities to do them in China 

c. Be adventurous 
7. What are your future career plans? 

a. Be as specific as possible 
b. If you don’t know, explain why you don’t know 
c. Name specific dream companies 

i. For instance, if you’re into tech, say Apple, Space-X, etc. 
8. What’s your dream job? 

a. Either: 



i. Pick something at the height of your chosen field, like corporate CEO, Nobel 
Prize Winning Researcher, elite artist, etc. Or… 

ii. Pick something you’re passionate, like running charities, writing novels, etc. 
b. Be specific 
c. DO NOT pick something ordinary 

9. What aspects of adjusting to life in American colleges are you most concerned about? 
a. Language 
b. Food 
c. Different cultural contexts 

i. American students will watch different tv shows, listen to different music, etc. 
d. Use anecdotes if possible 

i. For instance, Americans tend to smile a lot, Chinese people find this strange 
10. Who is your favorite (person in your major/field)? 

a. For instance, who is your favorite biologist? Who is your favorite historical figure? Etc. 
b. Pick someone unique 
c. Describe the individual and his accomplishments 
d. Connect the individual to yourself 

11. Who is the best teacher you’ve ever had? Why? 
a. Give the name and subject of teacher 
b. Describe the teacher’s best qualities 
c. Give detailed examples 
d. Describe the impact has the teacher had on your life or worldview 

12. What is your favorite book? 
a. Say title and author 
b. Don’t pick a Chinese book 

i. It’s too confusing to explain to Americans 
c. Briefly describe the plot or content of the book 
d. Spend more time on the themes of the book and their impact on you 

13. What’s the last book you’ve read? 
a. Can pick any book you want, they won’t actually know the last book you read 
b. Similar to Question 10 

14. What’s your favorite movie? 
a. Similar to Question 10 
b. Don’t pick anything too childish 

15. What type of leader are you? 
a. Use signifier words, like mediator, organizer, divider, etc. 
b. Use specific examples and instances from your life 

16. What are your best and worst academic qualities? 
a. Best – don’t brag, but say something good about you 

i. Common good answers – curious, creative, innovative, great leader, passionate 
ii. Common Bad answers – hardworking, nice, easy-going, fun 

b. Worst – don’t say anything too bad, but don’t say something which isn’t actually bad 
i. Common good answers – don’t try as hard on subjects I don’t care about, 

procrastinate a lot, get lost in details, perfectionist 



ii. Common bad answer – bad at time management, lazy, care too much about 
doing a good job 

c. Use details and examples for both parts 
17. How would your friends describe you? 

a. Similar to Question 13, but more casual 
18. If you were given $10 million to do a research project, what project would you do? 

a. Pick a subject your passionate about 
i. Usually intended major, but doesn’t have to be 

b. Be as specific as possible 
i. Don’t just say “education research,” say “I want to set up multiple schools in 

rural China with different education approaches to test the success of each 
methodology” 

c. Be aware of how much money you’re working with 
i. You can do a lot with $10 million, but not too much 

19. Describe your last Perfect Day 
a. Describe the whole day, not just one event 
b. Demonstrate your passion and interests 
c. Don’t just talk about spending time with friends or family 
d. Make it up if you have to 

20. Aside from what has been said in this interview, is there anything else you want the admissions 
officers to know about you? 

a. Pick an activity, interest, or anything else that sounds really good about yourself that 
you haven’t talked about in the interview so far 


